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Truth, Trust, and Straight Lines 
 

 “The shortest path between two points is a straight line.” This statement may be familiar to many of you, but is it 
true? The Greek mathematician, Archimedes, is credited with having drawn this conclusion, while others assert that 
Euclid, Pythagoras, or even Menelaus of Alexandria is the source. Merely providing correction citation for the phrase 
itself is a difficult dance through history and opinion, and even then, we haven’t even addressed the original question: is 
it true? The answer to this entirely depends upon the context within which you’re asking the question. 
 Are we talking about the shortest path between two points on a flat surface, or distance on a surface that is curved? 
Are we talking purely about distance in Euclidean space, or are we looking through the lens of Einstein’s principle of 
equivalence, which suggests that the very nature of all four-dimensional space-time is curved or warped? Now, you may 
be saying, “Wait a second, mister – all I want to know, looking at where I’m standing and where I’m wanting to go, is if 
the shortest distance from here to there is a straight line? Give me a straight answer!” But, even then, the reply may 
frustrate you. Are you asking about the shortest distance on the flat surface of a map, or the shortest distance on the 
curved surface of our world? It appears that nothing is as simple as it may initially seem. Even the straight answer 
appears to be curved. 
 Full disclosure: I’m not a mathematician, nor do I pretend to be, but when I read Proverbs 3:5-6, I can’t help but here 
echoes of the phrase I’ve just referenced. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Being stubborn, I tend to get 
focused upon the straight paths part of this passage, giving thanks to God for (hopefully) making the difficult struggles 
of my life simple and negotiable. The straight and narrow seems the easiest way to approach anything, or so I tell 
myself, and so that is what I frequently ask God for. Our God is not some Santa Claus of Straight Lines, however. What 
God requires of us is not a perfect prayer or succinct theological understanding, but rather (as we find throughout 
scripture) our humility (Micah 6:8). Leaning upon our own understanding seems more a recipe for disaster than 
guaranteed answers. I’m grateful that Proverbs calls us back to the key component whenever we are facing uncertainty, 
wondering how we are to get from wherever we are to wherever we hope to be. “Trust in the Lord with all of your 
heart… in all of your ways,” submit to God, “and he will make your paths straight”.  
 This isn’t offered to you as a simple way to write off difficult questions. Instead, this passage reminds us that even at 
our best and brightest, we are looking at a handheld map of the world, assuming that we hold the entirety of things. All 
too often, we demand simple answers, offering us a sense of control in a confusing world, but things are always far 
more complex than we might like them to be. No matter how much we might like to plant a foot here and another there, 
crowing about certainty, our context and experience limits our understanding. If this sounds like I’m suggesting that 
there isn’t any stable truth, I’m not. Limited as we are, we are more likely to find what is true by trusting the one who 
holds and shapes all things, believing that God will care for us, rather than by insisting that the straight line we see is the 
only way forward.  
 I pray that we might trust all the more in our God who loves us, humbly acknowledging our own limits, submitting 
to the guidance of the Spirit, and seeking Christ’s understanding of the path that lies ahead. Amen.    

Rev. Adam Baker 

FEBRUARY PREACHING 

SCHEDULE 
 

February 2: Rev. Mary Frances McClure 

February 9: Rev. Beth Hood 

February 16: Rev. Adam Baker 

February 23: Rev. Beth Hood 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER IS FEBRUARY 20th. 
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 

            Rev. Beth Hood will lead a four week Bible Study, “Why Easter  
            Matters” by Rev. Andy Stanley. During the four sessions, we will 
            consider people whose lives intersected Jesus’ life in the weeks  
            leading up to His crucifixion. Each person had an agenda that  
            put them at odds with God and Jesus. As we will discover, there 
            is a bit of them in all of us.  
            Sessions will be Wednesdays March 4,11,18 and 25 from 6:30- 
            7:30 pm in Room 306 of the Activity Building. Participants   
            should secure their own copy of “Why Easter Matters” and should 
            RSVP by Wednesday, February 26 to the Church Office at 910- 
            791-4092. 
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Children ages K-2nd grade are invited to Kids Worship each Sunday after the Children’s Sermon, excluding the first Sunday of each 
month when they are encouraged to participate in communion. Children may be picked up after the service in Room 105.Our 
Nursery is available each Sunday for children  ages birth through 3 yrs. in Room 101. Please label all belongings and sign-in upon 
arrival. Pagers are available for parents. For more information about our Children’s Ministry at Wesley Memorial, please contact 
Elizabeth Lemaster, The Director of Children’s Ministries at 910-791-4092 or email elizabethl@welcometowesley.com. 

Children’s Choir Information 

No Children’s Choir will be held on Sunday, February 16th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will be celebrated Sunday, February 16 at both services, The Praise Pals and the Extreme 

Praise Pals will perform. All third graders will receive their Bibles during the 11:00 am service. 

Greeters and Volunteers are needed for both services. Please contact Elizabeth Lemaster at 

elizabethl@welcometowesley.com if you are able to serve.  
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2-5 5:50 pm 

Visit St. Basil the Great 

Orthodox Church for worship 

and discussion 

Confirmation Class Field Trip!  

4601 Blue Clay Rd, Castle Hayne 

Worship with St. Basil's 

congregation 6:00-6:45 pm. 

Families are welcome to join 

us! Meet us at St. Basil's by 

5:50 pm 

2-9 
12:00 pm- 

2:00 pm 
Youth Planning Meeting Lunch provided! 

Spring, Discovery, and 

Summer planning! 

2-9 6:30 pm Belonging Together Confirmation Class meets in Room 306 
What makes church a family 

of God? 

2-9 

4:00 pm Band  

5:00 pm 

Youth Group  

6:30 pm Dinner 

Wesley Youth 

Sunday Night 
Theme: Seeing Clearly!  

Bring any old glasses to 

donate! Get them out of the 

drawer and help  someone 

else see clearly! 

2-16 6:30 pm The Early Church Confirmation Class meets in 306 How did the Church begin? 

2-16 

4:00 pm Band  

5:00 pm Youth 

Group  

6:30 pm Dinner 

Wesley Youth  

Sunday Night 
Theme:  Rest Where do you rest well? 

2-20 6:30 pm Camp Planning Meeting Join us as we plan Camp 2020! Room 208 

2-23 6:30 pm Wesley & the Methodists Confirmation Class meets in 306 
Learn about John and 

Charles! 

2-23 

4:00 pm Band  

5:00 pm Youth 

Group  

6:30 pm Dinner 

Wesley Youth 

Sunday Night 
Theme:  Wesley and the Methodists 

Learn about John and 

Charles! 

2-26 7:00 am 
Ash Wednesday Celebration at 

Bible Study 

All Youth Bible Studies will meet on Wednesday 

and have Ash Wednesday worship! Ashes to 

Go! 

We won’t meet Tuesday or 

Thursday, just Wednesday! 

2-26 6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 
Join our church family as we begin Lent in 

reflection & prayer! 
 

Mission Opportunities 
Early Bread: February 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd: Provide hot breakfast for over one hundred 
people from 6:15-7:15 am. Meet at St. Peter the Fisherman Church located at 314 South Carolina 
Avenue, Wilmington. Contact Stacy Nemec at 910-470-6640 for more information. 
 

The Gathering Place: February 21st: Once a month people from all over the community provide 
a safe and fun night for our friends with special needs from 7:00-9:00 pm in the Activity Building. 
For more information contact Adam Wayne at 240-882-6472.  
 

Meals of Love: February 3rd and 17th: Help prepare a meal for families with loved ones in the 
Lower Cape Fear Hospice Care Center by preparing one course once a month. For more 
information, contact Sharon Shaffer at sharonnc1028@hotmail.com.  
 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard: January 19th and 22nd: A food pantry where we help restock and 
organize the pantry as well as serve the individuals who are in need of assistance from 1:00-3:00 
pm. Contact Jane Harshbarger at jane.harshbarger@gmail.com for more information. 
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The 2020 WMUMC Women’s Retreat 
at Ft. Caswell  

On March 20-21, come and enjoy a little time 
away from daily distractions and to focus and 
reflect upon all God has to say about the 
impact of Patience on our lives.  The cost is 
$65.00 and includes accommodations, 
programming and three meals. Free 
transportation to and from the retreat is 
available by bus from the church. Grab a 
girlfriend and sign up on Sunday, February 9 
and 16 at the kiosk located in the Gathering 
Hall or the Activity Building or online at 
https://2020-women-s-retreat-wesley-memorial-
united-methodist-church.pushpayevents.com 

Mission Studies 

On Saturday, February 22 at Wesley Memorial, the UMW will host three studies. The topics include: Women United for 
Change: 150 Years in Mission (anniversary study). What About Our Money? (issue study) and Practicing Resurrection: The 
Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship. The cost is $10.00 and lunch is included. Coffee and registration begin at 8:45 am. 
The deadline for registration is Saturday, February 8. For more information or to register, please contact Beau Simcoe at 
ncbeau@ec.rr.com or any UMW circle leader.  

The Feast Gathering 

Wesley Memorial’s Mission Committee will be partnering with The Feast Gathering Ministry on Saturday, February 22, 5:30 
pm at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for a meal and worship service. This ministry provides a sacred space for our 
neighbors living in poverty to experience a “feast” for the body and soul. All are welcome to attend and to help serve. For more 
information, please contact Dawn Olds at oldsd63@gmail.com.  

Human Rights Celebration  

Hosted by Church Women United of Wilmington will be Friday, February 7 at First Presbyterian Church. Registration and 
coffee are at 9:30 am and the service begins at 10:00 am. Randy Evans of Walking Tall Ministries will be honored and will 
speak. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Farrar Higgins Grace Circle 

Will meet Wednesday, February 12 at 2:00 pm in Room 306 of the Activity Building. Guests are welcome to attend! 

https://2020-women-s-retreat-wesley-memorial-united-methodist-church.pushpayevents.com/booking/attendees/new
https://2020-women-s-retreat-wesley-memorial-united-methodist-church.pushpayevents.com/booking/attendees/new
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MUSICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday Morning Special Music: 
 
February 2:  
 The Beatitudes with the Chancel Choir 
February 9: 
 Carry the Light with the Chancel Choir 
February 16: 
 Just a Closer Walk With Thee with the Chancel Choir 
February 23:  
 Christ Whose Glory Fills The Skies with the Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 26 at 6:30 pm 

Anthems Sung by the Chancel Choir and Choirs from AME 
Zion Churches. Featuring Terry Artis, soloist from Warner 
Temple AME Zion Church performing Give Me Jesus 
 

 
 

Rehearsals Begin March 1 for  
Wesley Memorial’s dramatic production  

of “The Living Last Supper” 
 

This dramatic and musical portrayal of Jesus’ final Passover meal will 
recreate the scene as Leonardo da Vinci interpreted it in his 1494 painting. 
We are currently casting for the play if you are interested in portraying Jesus 
or one of His disciples, contact Bettsy Curtis at 910-791-4092 ext. 119 or 
email at bettsyc@welcometowesley.com.  
Lori Winner will be directing the play with rehearsals on Sunday afternoons 
in March from 4:00-5:00 pm in Room 207 of the Sanctuary Building. 

My family would like to express their extreme 

gratitude for all of the kind words, cards, food, 

love and especially prayers shown to us during 

the death of Loria’s father. 

The Frazier Family 

To all my friends at Wesley, I am grateful for all 

of the thoughts, cards, food and prayers for my 

family and myself during my hospitalization and 

as I recover at home. I request your continued 

prayers as I continue to recuperate.  

Jane B. Shipp 

Thank you for your generous donations to the 

students and teachers at Winter Park School. 

Your donations provided each teacher a $30.00 

Wal-Mart gift card to be used for classroom 

needs. In addition, enough tissues, wipes and 

snacks were collected to last through the winter 

months. The Missions Committee appreciates 

your continued support of our partnership with 

Winter Park.  

The Missions Committee 

Thank you to my church family and friends who 

provided prayers and support during the death of 

my son. 

Lalitha Matthews 

OUR 
STAFF 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

    910-791-4092          Extension          Email Address 

Rev. Beth Hood, Senior Pastor          101                bethh@welcometowesley.com 

Rev. Adam Baker, Associate Pastor         102                  adamb@welcometowesley.com 

Rev. Mary Frances McClure, Youth/Campus Minister    123           maryfrancesm@welcometowesley.com 

Dr. Bettsy Curtis, Music Ministries Director       112              bettsyc@welcometowesley.com 

Miss Elizabeth Lemaster, Director of Children’s Worship   105              elizabethl@welcometowesley.com 

Mr. Dillon Frazier, Oasis Worship Leader                  dillon.frazier98@gmail.com 

Mrs. Loria Frazier, Office and Financial Manager     107             finance@welcometowesley.com 

Mr. Eston Brinkley, Facilities Manager        116              estonb@welcometowesley.com 

Mrs. Allison Childs, Church Secretary         106                office@welcometowesley.com 

mailto:bettsyc@welcometowesley.com



