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The Evolution of Worship During Covid-19 
We all know the past year has been a rather distinct year. I can’t imagine any of us 

expected to be dealing with some of the issues we did in 2020. On the same note I 

can imagine none of us expected the changes and adaptations we would have to 

make to fit in to the different times we were facing. That statement can be said for 

about any kind of job you can think of. Meetings went from in person to virtual, 

streaming sites dominated while movie theaters crumbled, being able to reach 

people in their homes became more important than ever before. Through it all, the 

church was not exempt from its own share of new Covid problems. Churches all 

across the world, including Wesley Memorial, had to learn new ways of connecting 

with their congregation.  

 

Luckily enough for us, live streaming services was not necessarily a brand new topic 

for Wesley Memorial UMC. It was actually a priority that we had already begun 

making the plans for before Covid. But we hadn’t quite taken the leap to start. 

Once we did, there were still many challenges we had to face and many learning opportunities along the 

way. But sometimes the best way to learn what works and how it works is to make mistakes and grow from 

them.  

 

The obstacles didn’t stop there. We as a church had to learn how to communicate in a new way. We were 

used to being able to announce things at services, circles, meeting and everyone would get the information. 

We had to find new ways to achieve this same motive so, we learned to share information through email, 

social media, website, phone apps, and phone calls. We have had to learn how to foster a community built 

off togetherness, in a way that keeps us safely separate.  

 

Possibly the largest progression we have had to make is learning new ways to safely worship. I’m proud of our 

church and the precautions we have taken in this time of Covid. We adapted nearly every aspect of our 

worship in order to create a safe space for our congregation. All of the staff has been vaccinated for their 

protection and yours. Our singers, speakers, and preachers are safely located behind a plexiglass shield and 

we have socially distanced seating arrangements. We have even changed the way we serve communion 

to consist of prepackaged individual cups of grape juice with a wafer.  

 

The past year hasn’t been easy on any of us but we appreciate you all that have patiently worked with us to 

take these steps back to getting a normal worship experience. And those that we haven’t seen back yet, 

we can’t wait to see you back in our doors whenever you feel comfortable. 

 

Dillon Frazier 

Contemporary Worship Leader 

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY NEWSLETTER IS APRIL 25. 

April 4: Rev. Duane Partin 

April 11: Rev. Duane Partin 

April 18: Rev. Duane Partin 

April 25: Rev. Kwan Kim 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 



THE WESLEY TIMES  VOLUME XII I  ISSUE IV PAGE 2  

With the events that are happening in today’s world most of our 
communication is done electronically via email.  If you are not receiving 
our weekly emails, please contact the church office (910-791-4092 or 
office@welcometowesley.com) to make sure you are on our email list so 
that you don’t miss out on things happening at Wesley Memorial. 

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

Steve Moore upon the death of his mother, Gaile Moore 
who died January 1 in Bryan, Ohio. 
 

 
Please remember to keep all of these families in your prayers during this difficult time. 

 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.  — Joshua 1:9 
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UMW NEWS 
(United Methodist Women) 

 

2021 Focus 

Serenity 

Find peace through the Serenity Prayer 

 

2021-2022 UMW Officers 

President: Patty Howey 

mpathowey@yahoo.com  -  910-619-6751 

 

Vice President: Beau Simcoe 

ncbeau@ec.rr.com  -  910-520-4268 

 

Co-Treasurers: Cindy Cane, Anne Reiner 

 

Secretary: Carol Leinbach 

 

The 2021 UMW brochures are available in the Gathering Hall and the Activity 

Building lobby.  The brochure provides information about UMW Circles, meetings, 

events, and special projects.  All women of Wesley Memorial are invited to attend 

UMW events as well as join UMW.   Visitors and guests are always welcome! 

 

 

The UMW Executive Board is meeting monthly via Zoom.  Although UMW General 

Meetings are not being held at this time due to COVID-19, we look forward to 

resuming our General Meetings in the near future.   

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

May 1, 2021, Spring Garden Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

August 17, 2021, UMW Friendship Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 

October 23, 2021, UMW Annual Fall Bazaar, 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

November 19-20, 2021, Wesley Memorial Women’s Retreat, Ft. Caswell 

“And whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 

little ones in the name of a disciple - truly I tell you , none of 

these will lose their reward.” 

— Matthew 10:42 NRSV 

mailto:mpathowey@yahoo.com
mailto:ncbeau@ec.rr.com
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Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered this past Service 

Saturday.  The grounds 

around the garden and 

back playground look 

great.  We were blessed with 

a great day for fellowship 

and community effort.  I am 

working on acquiring mulch 

for the playground next to 

the education 

wing.  Tentatively, the work 

will happen the week of April 

19th.  Please let me know if 

your are interested in helping 

spruce up that playground. 

 

Thank you again, Eston 



OUR 
STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

    910-791-4092          Extension          Email Address 

Rev. Duane Partin, Senior Pastor          101              duanep@welcometowesley.com 

Rev. Kwan Kim, Associate Pastor          104                    kwank@welcometowesley.com 

Dr. Bettsy Curtis, Music Ministries Director       112              bettsyc@welcometowesley.com 

Mr. Dillon Frazier, Contemporary Worship Leader     103            dillonf@welcometowesley.com 

Mrs. Erica Little, Children’s Director         105        erical@welcometowesley.com 

Mrs. Loria Frazier, Office and Financial Manager     107              finance@welcometowesley.com 

Mr. Eston Brinkley, Facilities Manager        116               estonb@welcometowesley.com 

Church Secretary              106                 office@welcometowesley.com 
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